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DEPARM4ENT OF THE ARMW

HEADQ.ARI" 7T1 ARMORED SQUADRDN IST AIR CIVAIRY
APO San Francisco 96357

AVBABMJC lo A-,g 1969

SUBET, (U) Operational Report of 7th Aamoed Squadron, lot Ar Cavalry for

Period Mbdirg 31 Ju-y 1969, (RCS CSFOR-65) (Ri) (UIC: WGZ6 AA)

1. (C) Section Is Operations: Significant Activities.

A. There were no changes or additions to the unit mission.

B. Organization:
UNIT

SSIQ UNIS xMA VICIN-I We Ad!

7th Sqdnlset Air Car WGZ6 AM Vinh Long 96351
Headquarters Troop WGZ6 TO Vinh Long 96357
Troop A (Air) M6 AO Vinh Long 96357
Froop B (Air) WGZ6 ED Vinh long 96357
Troop 0 (Air) WGZ6 CO Vinh Long 96357
Troop D (Ground) WGZ6 DO Vinh Long 963.7

DETACHE) UNITS

83d Med Dot WBP3 AA Vlnh Iog 963"7
261st FA Det WG3T AM Vinh Long 96357

ATTAOCH UNITSABOTIONS

3d Signal Dot W109 LA Vinh Lorq 96357
811th Sig Det I1DXZ AA Vinh long, 96357
819th Sig Det WE)T AA Vinh long 96357
370th TC Det WEB3 TO Vinh Long 96357
371st TO Det WBEB4 Ak Vinh Long 96357
574th TC Dot WEBL AA Vinh Long 96357
Dot 3, 13th Security atch fcr maint & log only
346th ASD atch for maint & log only
Team 2, 69th Inf Dat atch for malnt &,log only

FoR oT ur
I09311n 3 1 6A AT 3 TEAR UTEVAILS;
Inclosur CLASSID AFTIE 12 YUANOD WI 5200.10
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C. Commnd

lhe following are personnel occupying majo-- co',:',nd and staff positions.

(a) LTC George E. Derrick Squadron Commander

(b) MIT John H. Rhein Squadron Executive Officer

(c) OPT Willia T. Hull A6Jltant

(d) MAJ Phillip G. Sheaffer S-2

(e) MAT David E. Thompson S-3

(f) CT Donald V. Cable S-4

(g) 1LT Gary G. Cashion Signal Officer

(h) OPT John F. Kunishi Flight Surgeon

(i) C12 Jose A. Suarez Safety Officer

(Q) CPT Robert H. Black Maintenance Officer

(k) MAT Vernon H. Hudnall co, Headquarters Troop

(1) MAJ Walter E. Kid,,ell CO, Troop A

(m) MAT Willim P. •iJ2otte 1II CO, Troop 13

(n) MAT William R. Rittenhouse CO, Troop O

(o) OPT Charles R. Steiner co, Troop D

D. Unit Stength as of 31 July 1969:

1. Mil.t.Ar7

UNIT 1UTH 0/A LUTH 0/H AUTH -0A At~' 0/

HHT 23+1 27+1 7+1 10+1 181+16 156+16 211+18 193+18

A 18+1 13+1 30+2 24+0 121+5) 105+57 169+62 1"7+58

B 18+1 19+1 30+2 28+1 121+59 109+68 169+62 155+70

C 18+1 23+1 30+2 23+0 121+59 114+59 169+62 160+60

D 5 7 0 0 127 122 132 129

"7/1 824-4 94+4 97+7 85+2 671+193 6o6+200 850+204 785+206

ITcl CONFIDENTIAL
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2. Civilians

SUB-UNIT TECH RES U!,, CIV VN CIV 3RD NAT CONT
AU) O/H A Oa. 0/I AUTH O/H - AUT O/H

HHT 0 2 0 0 11 11 0 0 0 0

A 0 0 0 0 8 8 0 0 0 0

B 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

0 O 0 0 0 8 8 0 0 0 0

D O 0 _ 8 0 0Q

7/1 0 2 0 0 35 35 0 0 C 0

3. Overall assiged/attached strength during reporting period as follow:

OFFICE WARRANT OYFICE R IM M m

31 MW E.9 102 96 812

30 Jim E9 100 97 841

31 Jul (A 101 96 858

E. Aircraft Authorized/On Hand

SUBCRD UHIR AH1G OH6A TOTAL
UNI AUTH 0/H AUTH OI /H C AUTH O/H

HHT 7 5 7 5

A 8 8 9 10 8 27 24

B 8 8 9 c 10 8 27 25

7/1 31 28 27 25 30 26 88 79

CONFIDENTIAL
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r', Cramlative 'totals i

1. Results:

SUB KBA KIA S TRUo•JIUR BUNKER SAMPAN
ME: QT CONF CONF PO M DEST D

MiT 2,127

A 11,172 145 54 31 219 110 155

B 11,958 110 28 0 110 41 261

0 10,882 152 2 20 98 26 145

D -/

TOTAL 36,139 407 84 51 427 177 561

AIRCRAFT BY MIEI:

OH6A Dest 4
Dam 26

UHIH Dest 3
Dam 8

AHIG Dest 3
Dam 8

TJT&L Dest 10
Dan 42

2. Losses: 1 Ma 69- 31 Jul 69

__ A W REWRIVRE TO DUif

062B 1 0
1OOB 8 5
100Z 1 1
11020 1 1
11D20 4 3
11D40 1
6120/4 3 3
67Y20 1 1
71D20 -

TOTAL 1 20 15

4

CONFIDENTIAL



CONFIDENTIAL

1. During June and july of this reporting period a large turn-over of
enlisted aircraft maintenance persmonel was experienced. Through coordin..
ation with higher headquarters, arple replacements were provided with an
cver-lap of frcm 10 to 20 days OJT with the departing personnel. The large
mjority of these replacements are recent school graduates and did not have
the envirormental experience factor required of maintenance personnel under
local conditions. However, the WYT over-lap with experienced personnel has
precluded a serious degradation in maintenance capabilities.

2. Ch 5 May 69 LTC, George E. Derrick assumed command from LTC George
R. Crook. The change of command ceremory, conducted at Vinh long Airfield,
was attended by Major General Bohardt, SA 4th Corps.

3. Military Justice Activities for the Period 1 May 69 to 31 Jul 69:

ATION SCHEDULED C LTE PEDING

Special Courts-Jartial 11 11 0
Summea Courts-Martial 1 1 0
212 Elimination Action 0 0 0
Squadron level Article 15's 2 2 0

4. R&R Progrem: The Squadroa continues to utilize 100% of its R&R
allocations for Hawaii and Austrialiae Approximately 80% of the allocations
to the other sites are presently being filled.

5. During the reporting period, awards and decorations have been
recnomended and approved as follows:

AM~ RGWMKDD LEPROVED D I MDAJPGD DISAM MING

DSC 1 0 1 0 0
SS 5 3* 0 0 3
DFO 70 26 1 0 43
SM 0 0 0 0 0
UBM"V" 14 6 0 0 6
AM"V" 68 30 1** 10 27
ACM"V" 30 16 0 0 15
IM 0 0 0 0 0
ESM 57 37 2*** 1 17
AM 159 139 0 0 20
ACM 215 181 0 0 36
PH 19 15 0 0 4
OlB 100 62 0 7 31
CMB 0 0 0 0 0
Cert/AchieveO 0 0 0 0

* DSC Downgraded to an approved SS
** AM"V" Downgraded to an approved ACM'V"
"** 2 ES1 Downgraded to approved ACM

CONFIDENTIAL
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He OPERATIONS :

l e The Sq~adron continued extensive operations under the control of
the 4th Special Tactical Zono during this reporting period. This border
interdiction and surveillance campa'.gn included all 3ubordinat3 troops in the
battle plan.

2. The Squadron provided continuous night and day coverage of the
border regions by employing two Air Cavalry Troops as a reconnaissance
and surveillance element during daylight hours, and one Air Cavriry Troop
as HunterA/iller teams during the hours of darkness. The grouA Cavalry
Troop deployed as a '-.-re support element for Vietnamese Forces for per.ods
of up to seven days throughout the quarter, Headquarters Troop continued
to support the Squadron in garrison and in the field.

3. The Air Cavalry Troops provided limited support to the 7th, 9th
and 21st ARVN Divisions during May and June. These operations emphasized
the rapid aerial reconnaissance of designated areas followed by the
insertion of ARVN Troops on likely positions.

4. Construction of new billets for Troop B wai for Troop D, 3/5
Cavalry, was started in the latter weeks of the quarter. A high priority
qt effort has been established to insure completion of these fStructures 1V
the specified target date of 23 August. Troop labor has been utilized to
augment the enginoers effort.

5. The physical security of Vinh Long Airfield has continued to be the
responsibility of the Squadron Commander. Frequent patrolling and ambushes
by aero-r'ifle elements of the Air Cavalry Troops has enhanced security from
sawper infiltration and mortar attacks.

6. The break down of days the units were engaged by type activity
during the reporting period Is as follova:

Training Days.......... 0
Troop Movement ......... 0
Operations ............. 92
Total Days.............9Z

I. TRAINING

1. Oar Training/Standardization situation has improved since the last-
reporting period due to the addition of more instructor pilots for all
categories of aircraft.

6
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21 Ninety-day standardization rides at the close of the quarter were

;-s follows:

MU T U111H MU AHI

EIT 83%

Troop A 96% 100% 100%

Troop B 100% 93% 100%

Troop C 9

7/1 ACS Av 94% 98% 98%

3. A continuing requirement exists for quotas to the In-Country
AHiG Pilot Trans tion Course. At prescit, the Squadron has nineteen
positions for AHIG qualified aviator, infilled.

J. INTELLIGENCE

1, During the reporting period ccntinued emphasis was placed on the
timely and accurate gathering of intelligence data. The Liaison established
with the MACV S-2/3 sections continued, enhancing the Air Cavalry operations
and assisting in improving klerican/Vietnamese relationships.

2. The perimeter expansion program is continuing with new fences and
defense positions being constructed. A new perimeter lighting system wiV7
be set up and inatallod in the near future. With the completion of these
projects the airfield will be afforded better protection from the eneW.

3. The Squadron is still operating almost exculsively for the 44th STZ,
and making the maximum use of the forward command post at Cao Ianh. The
Last Light reconnaissance of the airfield sensitive zone is being flown
regularly. These flights have proven their value for prctection of the
airfield and Vinh Long City.

K. SAFETf

1, During the reporting period there were six acciden't involving
Squadron aircraft. A brief account of those accidents follows:

a, Troop B, OH6*, 31 Mq 69. Mid air collision. A flight of two
OH6A' s .are at the AD performing visual recon. The lead aircraft was making
left band orbits at an altitude of 5 to 10 feet with low airspeed in order
to locate suspicious areas. The wing aircraft was f3ying at 100 feet AGL
and making right hard orbits when the pilot spotted a possible enemy location
wen in front of the lead aircraft. He judged his lead to be hovering to
check on something moro closely and belived he had more than enough clearance
to make a low level pass over the area in question.

7
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From 100 feet AGL, he began a descending right turn concentrating his attention on
the area of interest and observing it through the chin bubble. At this point, he
lost visual contact with his lead and mes Inadvertently descending into the lead's

intonded flight path. The lead aircraft saw his wing only seconds prior to
imDact and his main rotor struck thi, lower side of the wing aircraft at the
tail boom. The wing aircraft, upon receiving this impact began a violent
right spin and cme to rest upright. The lead aircraft rolled to the right
after impact and came to rest on its right side. Major damage was sustained
by both aircraft. There was no fire. The only person injured was tho pilot
of the -,ing aircraft vhb sustained bruises on his face, arm and back.

b. Troop C, UHIH, 6 June 69. PSP Accident. 'his accident occurred at
Can Tho Airfield at one of the ffSP pads adjacent to the south swamp. After
a normal starting procedure, the pilot was cleared by the crew shief and gunner
to bring the aircraft to a hover. As power was added and the aircraft grew
light on the skids, the right skid hung up on a PSP stake which protruded from
the pad. At this time, the left skid broke contact with the ground. This
caused the aircraft to roll slightly to the right. The pilot corrected the
rolling tendency with left cyclic and more power. At tl'ic time the aircraft
rolled violently 270 degrees to the right and landed on its left side by the
swamp. As the aircraft rolled, the main rotor blades struck the ground
causing the transmission to separate from the aircraft. The transmission
was found 180 feet to the rear and right of the aircraft. During the roll,
the tail rotor also struck the ground and the 90 degree gear box was torn
from the aircraft. It was found 50 feet forward and to the right of the
aircraft. There were no injuries. There was no fire.

c. Troop A, GI6A, 13 Jun 69. Revetment strike. Pilot called t, ower
to exit revetment and make a hover check. The tower cleared him and advised
the winds were 230 degrees at 11 kts. The nose of the aircraft was pointed
to a heading of 320 degrees. The pilot's intention was to hover forward into
the ramp for take off. The pilot picked up to a three foot hover and noted
the aircraft was yawing to the right and left. He applied more power and came
to a hover at approximately 3 feet above the revetment. The aircre' turned to
the right at this time to a northeasterly direction. Simultaneously, the aircraft
moved to the right with its nose over the right hand side of the revetment. The
pilot stated the aircraft continued to tirn right to ai heading of 050 degrees. He
applied fall left pedal to control the yaw, but the aircraft did not -e6pond. PPM
bled off and, the aircraft settled. The right skid contacted the revetment.
The aircraft then slid backwards and fell on its left side. Simultaneously,
the tail rotor struck the left hand revetneht vall causing tail rotor
failure. The main rotor blades struck the ground and brokq off, flying in
different directions. After the aircraft came to rest on the ground, the
engine continued to run for approximately 30 seconds. The observer had
slight injuries to his left forearm. The pilot had no injuries. There was
no fire.

CONFIDENTIAL
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d. Troop B. 0H6k, 4 July 69,l gine Failure. After being airborne for
15 minutes, the pilot noticed the first indfcation of engine problems. He
heard a loud snap, however, all instruments were normal and he attributed
this noise to air turbulenc Twenty five minutes later, the pilot noticed
a drop in torque to 30 lbs, however, all other instruments remained noraal.
The torque gauge continued to fluctuate and dropped. The aircraft rolled
and yawed to the left at this time. Autorotation was executed. The touch
down area was a rice paddy with no trees. Touchdoun airspeed was estimated
between 10 and 15 ktas Ground slide about 8 to 10 feet. Upon touchdown
the front skid contacted a 10 inch high ridge. This caused the front strut
to collapse and the main rotor blades to flex into the tailboom cutting it
off. There were no injuries.

e. Troop A, AHIlG, 22 Jul 69. This accident is presently under investigation.
Pilot was 'low leveling because of low ceilings. The AHIG was being flown to
Rach Gia as a replacement aircraft. The front seat was a crew chief. The nose
of the aircraft pitched doun suddenly and although the pilot applied aft cyclic,
he obtained no response from the aircraft. The aircraft impacted on the west
bank of a canal. The tail boom struck the bank and separated from the aircraft.
The cabin section impacted on the center of the canal and unk in 18 feet of
water. The transmission tore off from the aircraft. The front seat occupant
received skull injuries and has been evacuated to Okinawa after a skull
operation. The pilot received minor injuries. The engine and various
components of the aircraft are undergoing analysis to determine the cause of this
accident. There was no fire.

f. Troop A, OH61, 23 July 69. This accident is presently xader investigation.
The pilot experienced tail rotor failure and proceeded to BLbh Thuy Airfield
and attempted a running landing. Upon contact with the ground, the aircraft
spun violentlw to the right and crashed. The pilot and observer sustained
minor injur2 ... There was no fire.

2. SafetyRecord (1My69 to 31 Jul 69)
T TAL LMOUM IO~

IN I1126 0 0

A 6851 3 440

B 6259 2 32.0

0 6016 1 17.0

7/1 ACS 2M2 6 30.0

9

CONFIDENTIAL



p-4

CONFIDENTIAL
3. Miniport:

I- The %SP pads at the mini pumps, because of weather erosion,
presented a hazard to refueling aircraft. Some pads were loose because of
erosion damage to the sides of the mini pads. The following corrective
action is in progress:

(a) P A & Z is presently building a cement border around each pad
where erosion exists or could develop in the future. This waill is approximately
two feet deep and one foot wide. The mIll is level with the FSP surface at
all sides. Gravel and concrete provide a bonding surface whiih adheres to
the PSP and should protect the pads from erosion damage in the future.

(b) Loose dust and sand causes P 0 D damage to engines and rotor blades.
The mimiport area adjacent to the pads will be peneprimed in order to keep
erosion to a mini=un.

2. Grounding wires were installed at all 14 miniports. Ground
plugs 'dere manufactured locally. Made of brass, and machined to specifications,
they provide suitable grounding during hot refueling operations, Refueling
personnel and pilots have been briefed to use the ground wire and to
exfrcise care to prevent misuse that may damage the installat4 'n.

4. Ramp Inspections:

1. Inspections are being conducted periodically on rams 2 and 3.
Ccrrections are being made on the spot. Paphasis has been placed in the
proper storage of LOH doors in the racks provided at the ramps. A policy
letter has been published outlining the method of securing these doors with
a rope to prevent rotor wash turbulence or gusty winds from picking up the doors
and. damaging equipment or injuring personnel. Surface minds reached a peak gust
of 45 kts on 20 July. The ramp inspection is equally effective to remove foreign
objects and hazards adjacent to aircraft areas.

5. Grounding of Rocket Pods:

Ground rods have been ordered to be installed at tht AHlG's revetments
to ground the aircraft mhen the rocket pods are loaded. Thirty five brass plugs
are being manufactured locally to specifications so that Qe a&iuraft grounding
jack can be utilized dffectively for this purpose. In this manner, the possibi-
lity of static electricity discharging rockets will be eliminated when the
aircraft is properly grounded in the revetment and the pods are loaded.

10
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L. CCO4MNICATIO1M:

1. The extended distances over mhich the Squadron regularly operates
f-requently exceeds the range of voice cowmunicatfons equipment. The monsoon
season, with attendant low clouds and adverse atmnospheric conditions
aggravates this situation. The problem has been alleviated to a great
ex-Gent by the use of a communications "packet". This "packet", consists
of the following equipment:

a. One RC-292 antenna.

b. One AN/G(A-50 antenna.

c. One AN/GRA-46 FM radio.

d. One PRC-25 FM radio.

e. One small OP tent with poles.

f. One, AN/GCC AM radio.

g. One 1.5 KW generator.

This "packet" is slung out to the field by one of the organic UHIH
aircraft to a secure area, which is located between the area of operation
and the Squadron Tactical Operations Center. This "packet" then enables
the Squadron to maintain constant radio communication with elements in the
area of or.jration.

2. One troop has tested a new configuration of radio equipment in
one of its command and control aircraft uhich has proven to be superior to
other more conventional equipment. It consists of a second FM radio ARC-54
and multiple "Y" cord adapters in the passenger cumpartment. This arrangement
eliminates the bulky space restricting radio console and still allows the
commander to maintain constant communications with his Tactical Operations
Center and maneuver elements in the area of operation. Since we use more than one
Command and Control aircraft at times and the same aircraft are not always
available due to maintenance; it would be very beneficial if all our UHlH
aircraft were equipped in this manner.

M. LOGISTICS

1. During the reporting period, the S-4 continued logistical support
of the 7/1 ACS. Availability of critical items has greatly improved since
the last quarter.

11
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2. In the last ORLL it was stated that a shortage of Nomex Flight

Suits existed. Since that time they have been made available and all
aviators and crew members in the Squadron now have two pairs.

3. In early May the generators used by the Squadron for maintenance
of aircraft began to break dolwn due to age. This became a serious problem
bacausa replacements could not be readily obtained. In early July an adequate
amount of generators were obtained with hand carry requisitions and the
problem vas rectified.

4. In the last ORLL it was stated that construction of EM barrack6
had been started. To date one has been completed and four more have been
started vith an expected completion date of late August.

12
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•DS•TION II, Lesso-ns tearA: -. ...de• JC ov-,.ua..-4Js'

Recomendations.

A. Personnel: None

B. Operations:

1. Ordnance Selection on Night Hunter-Killer Missions:

(a) Observation: Aorial rocket fire has serious disadvantages at night.

(b) Evaluation: The bright flash of the rocket motor tends to
momentarily destroy the pilots' effective night vision. The problem is
compounded by the reflective glare from the AHIG canopy under flare illumination.
These conditions impede accuracy of rocket fire and are conducive to vertigo
as well. The type of targets normally engaged in such operations, personnel
and sampans, can be effectively neutralized with the turret weapons systems
thereby eliminating the rocket motor flash and also allowing the pilot to
devote his attention more fllýy to attitude flying and the gunner to
concentratA on target engagemont.

(el RooomB mdationt That A•JG pilots be oncourdgad to nako maxifm uso
of blr~et weapons on night hunter/killer missions. This will minimizo
inherent safety hazards, and provide in most cases for equally efficient and
more economical target neutralization.

(d) Command Actions This procedure is being further evaluated at
Squadron level for possible incorporation in the standard operating
procedures for night operations.

2. Single Qunship Utilization on Night Hunter/Killer Missions:

(a) Observation: Single gunship utilization on night hunter/ciller
missions yields savings in blade time and pilot fatigue with negligible
sacrifice of effectiveness.

(b) Evaluation: The difficulty of target acquisition at night for
gunships necessitates prolonged tracer marking by the C&C aircraft. It is
often impossible for the C&C aircraft to remain clear of the g-nahip-target
line and still provide tracer marking for a long enough interval to allow
two gunships to roll in succession. The lead-wingman concept of gunship
operation is difficult to employ in this situation. Utilization of a
single gunship causes little sacrifico of effectiveness while providing
substantial savings of blade time and reduction in pilot fat!,r-. It also
eliminates the hazards of two gCnships operating at night witiin +the some
vertioal airspace.

13
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(c) Reccogsendation: That single gLmip utili t,1on nfft t

hunter/c.ller operations be further explored and evaluated.
(d) Coumand Action: Selected missions dependent-upcn the tactical

situation are being directed to utilize one AHIG airorafto

C. 7AINING

1. Weapons Fmiliarization

(a) Observation: There have been no range facilities available for
individual-weapons familiarization firing in the Vinh Tong area. The
requiroment to establish a zero on all M-16 and 11-14 rifles had not bean
complied with,

(b) evaluations A survey of the local area was conducted to acquire
a suitable range facility that could be made available on short notice for
familiarization firing.

(a) 'Recomendation: An area of sand fill adjacent to Vinh long Airfield
vas suggested for use.

(d) Command Action: A 25 meter range has been constructed on the site
vith the assistance of the 36th Engineer Battalion. Targets of regdlation
size a;d shape vre fabricated for use in zeroing individual weapons.
Fwiiliarization and zero firing of individaal weapons has been accomplished.
The range remains available for orientation firing in support of the in-countay
training program.

D. INTELLIGCE: None

Z. TOW•TICS

1. Shortage of Self Service Items

(a) -Observation: During this reporting period a critical shattage
of self service items has been experienced.

(b) Evaluation: The shortage of self service items has made it
extremely difficult to perform administrative functions and has caused

many undue hardships on personnel.

(c) Recommendation: 1hat sufficient self service items be placed in the
country store in order ta support using uuits.

CONFIDENTIAL
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(d) Command Action: Nwmerous liaison visits have been made to the 574th

Support Company in Binh Thuy in efforts to obtain self service items.
Reqaisitions have been sulmitted but are seldom filled.

F. OTHER

1. UHiH and AHIG TA/ Hub (MSN 1615-928-6311 and 1615-933-825)

(a) Observation: After installation of new hubs uhich are required to
be inspected every 100 hours, it was found that 75% of them must be
repairc' byr replacing parts such as bearings, grease plugs, and trunions.
kt times the complete hub must be salvaged because of cracks.

(b) Ealuation: All hubs are inspected every 100 hours by a general
support unit and all parts are rebuilt or replaced at GBU or manufacturer
level.

(c) Recommendation: The manufacturer has in production a new hub called
the 801. This hub is to be inspected every 1100 hours. However, the hub
being used at the present time originally was to be inspected every 1100
hours as well. Within 3 months of adoption the present hub was reduced
from 1100 hours inspection to every 100 hours, and 75% of these hubs are
found defective with bad bearings, trunions, and cracks in the hub itself.
The new 801 hub uhich enters the supply system in July 196E will be
beefed up in all areas. It is suggested for longer life that this hub
should be lubricated every 10 to 15 flying hours. It should also be
lubricated daily if the aircraft is floin in rain. Experience has shoun that
water is sucked into all hubs forcing the grease out cansing excessive wear and
and a shorter life. Presently these hubs are greased every 25 hours, This
command firmly believes that the hub being used today and the new 801 hub will
have a longer life and sustain lees wear if the above suggested lubrication
procedures are followed. If the new beefed up 801 hub is not greased properly
every 10 to 15 flying hours and daily after the aircraft has floun in rain, the
1100 hour inspection will alp, have to be reduced.

(d) Command Action: Grease all hubs every 10 to 15 hours and daily
if the aircraft is floun in rain. Inspect the new 801 hub every 100 hours
until assured of its stability and stamina to last 1100 flying hours.

2 Incl

1. Appendix I to Part I
2. Ektay Biufnar CG.ptweAr D:oy
Incl 2 wd HQ, DA
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CONFIDENTIAL
AV'BACE-- (10 Aug 69) let Ind
bt0T Cr.•t•Ou3l iteport of 7th rmored bquadrous, 1 at Air Cavalry

Yor Period zoding 31 July 1969, tb, CObit- 6 5 (*l)

DA, h1, 164TH AVIATI0i G"OUP (CjsT), ' 96215, 29 august 1969

W: S& DI6Th ajTAZ1U j

1. The attached 7/1at ACS 0ML for the period ending 31 July 1969 has been
revlewed by this headquarters.

2. The following additions are made to the reports

a- Section I, para 1B, page 1: Add organization chart (Incl 1 to this
indorsement).

b. Section I, parm 1C, page 2: Add the following changes within the
cosma group and principal staffs

(1) Lieutenant Colonel George 9. Derrick, 52632111.4, asmumed commima
of the Squadron on 5 I-ia 1969, replacing Lieutkmant Colonel George n. crook,
465366197.

(2) Ceptain WAlliam T. itull, 336320897, assumed duties of bquadron jI
on 5 hay 1969, replacing Captain Hayond A. Fields, 561462559.

(3) uiajor Phillip G. Sheaffer, 14428801, assued duties of bquadron
52, on 28 July 1969, replacint Captain tobert tj. dbite, 009286631.

(4) Chief Warrant utficer Jose a. uarez, 13024880M4, assumed duties
of Squadron afety Officer on 1 July 1969, replacing Captain Charles K.
haoanus, 1703b6286.

(5) Captain iobert H. Black, 286309182, assumed duties of Squadron
saintenance Officer on 20 July 1969, replacing haJor James ti. vieaver,

4106.42142.

(6) kajor vialter A. Kidwell, 2264622,assaued comuand of A Troop on
28 July 1969, replacing hajor Phillip G. Sheaffer, 144288801.

(7) haJor William it. Ihittenhouse, 233609861, assmued "comuamd of C
Troop on 30 July 1969, replacing WaJor Vander P. Humphries, 450365863.

(8) Captain Charles It. Steiner, Jr., 272384646, assumed command of D
Troop on 18 July 1969, replacing Captain Ronald D. Crandel, 176365397.

3. Section I, para 1D2, page 3, should reflect 8 Vietnamese d~ational Ci-
vilians authorized and on-hand in Troop B. The total Vietnamese hational
civilians authorized and on-hand in 7/1st &CS should be 43.

4. The following oomments are made on the report:

a. Section 1, para 13, page 7: During this Quarter the 164th CAG re-
ceived 10 quotas for the AH-IG transition training course. Due to require-
ments in the 307th CAB they received 6 of these quotas. and the 13th CAB

- •.•'16 DOWNGRAED £T3 YER I1VALS;
DECIASSEM AFTE 12 YEARSCONFIDENTIAL am M es.



CONFIDENTIAL
&VMM (10 ug 69) lst Ind 29 august 1969
"bUBJBCs uperational seport of 7th .naorew cuadxon, 1st 41i uavalry

Yor0 P~eriod aiding 31 Julyv 1969, lG, USIbs C -65 W~t)

and 7/1st received 2 each. The 7/let 46 was allocated 5 qTutas of the 6
quotas that have been received for the period from 10 august to 10 ocltoer.,
Additioml .uotiAs have been requested and as quotas are received they cre
allocatea to the bn/bqdn baset on current requirsu&Ats.

b. Section II, para Bl(c), page 13t Concur. other units within this
comiand have experienced similar difficulties when firing rockets fro,- the
41-1G at night; however, the nature of certain targets necessitates the
use of roc~eta.

c. Section II, para b2(c), page 14: This headquarters concurs with
recommendation. AL light fire teum is scheduled for this mission; however
the unit commander, dependent upon the tactical situation, Way elect to
use only one gunship.

d. Section II, para 01(c), page 149 Concur.

e. Section II, para Al(c), page 14: Concur. This headquarters has
also experienced difficulty in obtaining sufficient quantities of self-
service items. The 574th Supply and Service compazqts inventory levels
are unable to keep up with the demand for these items.

f. Section II, pare Fl(c), page 15: Concur.

Colonel, Infantry
Loinwnding

DlbTHIHUTIkW :
2-n&A, ArXII ACSAfTR
1-.CG, lot Avn Bde, ATTXh AVIBAC-O

/7
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AVBAGC-O (10 ;ýuc2 69) 21 Ind
3UD3JZ~CV2: 0pecntuional ',eport of 7th Arnorcd Srmudron, 10t .,13 aV~malry fc:ý

Period IrkidinG 31 July 1969 (,,,,,S CS3-ui-65) (111) (umo: IQz6AI)

DA,~~UZl.S,1 T2~I~O B!?JGADBI AP, 96384 5SEP 1969
THRMs Con iz.mlinC; Goncral, United States. Airy Vietnam, AT.1,.GVC-DSr2,

IlC96575
C o nl..der-in C~iief, United Sta~tes A=,, PacciI~c, ArXTY: GPOP-OT,
X?0 96558

TO0:: Assistant C~iief of Staff for Force 1Developmentp Department of the
Axr=i,), 'Uashiin~ton, D.C., 20310

1. This hieac -matc~s has reviewed, subject re--,ort ana concurs with the
contcncs as indorsed.

2. The foJ2.ovi:ic ad(c'.t ioal conmen'ts are con*V~erc.d ,),'z.tincnt:

a. Paa, Aph1 2l, q j 14, -'ddrosres the siilorta~e of self service supl:)y
items. Concur writh the recorvcndation to inecrase stock.- lovels. The
Director of Supp)ly, Saigon Sup ort Co: i. 'ad advises that this situation
was caw' ed by --.he relocIaztion of' the Vuv T2au Self Service Su ply Center
to the I Corns area. 2hiis creatcC. an increa-se of cuctoue:ý, on 'Uhe reT'-in-
ing DSUt SSSC in tihe Delta. Present -)lars are to increase tie size of
the facilities cnd stock objective. The shorla-e is con'iouncled by the
una~vailability o' air tramx ' ýo'tat ion. Surface tmtns-,ortLation £ro.1lal o
to Can Tio is tunreliable and =.-rival tines camiot be firnly eotablished.
In viewi of' the trans ortation p)roblems, co-mlc~tion of thec enlarjcment
plans canx-not be cstabliý,:hed at this tine.

b. Paim.:raph 711(c), pace 15, adflreSSCs defective chiaracte:.isti .s of
the U:-/I-Gtail rotor huib. Concur with the renoreen~lation to incr,".as
the fzeq~uency of sorvicinC; and ins-_,ect ion.

(1) 'he 2reasiný; of ta-il roto:ýs every ten, to fifteen flyin,; hours. as
recoi.. ended by "-- I1 7/1st ACS ija a standard p.amctice in Vietnam. The
increacsed fre':cuency o2" scrvicin- tail rotor hubs- with -rec-,ar.d to environ-

mental coa-ditiono such~" rain, (.u=t, mad toLer.~twure I=s been in effect
for some tine. The o.2 t-ail ::oto:: hubs on mi , s needed bx.~siz has
lenjthenea the s r -ice life of the t6ail r.ot-or hubs and wo.'zKiný; prtxs that

ar sed bin Vietnam. T e freq,-ucncy of '.;uch -u~nzshoad be established
by ea:ch unit deoe.'A.iinv u on its oneiatiai, environment and conditions.

(2) '-",c freouency of lubricatinz; tic new 3001 tail r-otor hub is spe-
cified in T'!~ 55-1520-210-55. If th.-e esta-blished cr-ftecrion is not ad1e(:.uatLe,

18



AVBAGC-O (10 Aur 69) 2d Ind 5 SEP 1969
SUBJEJTs Operational Report of 7th Armored SquaClron, lot Air Cavalry for

Period Endirw, 31 July 1969 (RC3 COPOR-65) (P0) (UIC, 11GzQ6A)

units have been advised to subnit EIRs in ao ord•ice with TMM 58-750 so
that USwmVO can establish czzuxatc lubrication requicmxeonts.

M'•R,. T•-" C01I,'-ýIIMER:

ARTHUR
CPT AG'

Copy Furnished: A
7/Ist ACS
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AVI•C-DST (10 Aug 69) 3d Ind
SUBJECT: Operational Report of 7th Armored Squadron, 1st Air Cavalry for

Period Ending 31 July 1969, ECS CSOOR-65 (Rl) (UMCi GZ-6AA)

H ARTUA 5, UNIT STATES ARY, VIETNA, APO San Francisco 96375 2 2 SEP 1969

TO: Commander in Chief, United States Army, Pacific, ATTN: GPOP-DT,
APO 96558

1. This headquarters has reviewed the Operational Report-Lessons Learned for
the quarterly period ending 31 July 1969 from Headquarters, 7th Armored Squad-
ron, 1st Air Cavalry.

2. Reference item concerning "Shortage of Self Service Items", section II,
page 14, paragraph El; concur. This headquarters in conjunctlin with the 1st
Logistical Command has initiated action to correct deficiencies which have re-
sulted in insufficient supplies beIng available in self-service supply centers.
These measures, to become effective on I October 1969, are intended to improve
supply availability and customer satisfaction. A standard stockasge list,
identifying those items that will be stocked by all self-service supply centers
in RVN, will be publiahed and distributed to all customer units. The stock-
age list will be reviewed periodically and updated to insure that required
supplies are made available to the customer. To prevent over-procurement by
some customers at the expense of others, a credit control system is being
established which will authorize the customer to draw supplies in relation to
the requirements of his mission. Requisitions have been submitted to CO1US
sources for sufficient supplies to insure adequate initial stockage and to
satisfy all requirements for self-service supplies. These supplies are expect-
ed to arrive in the command prior to 1 October 1969.

FOR THE COIOIDKER:

C. . WILSON
1LT, AGC

Cy furn: Assistant Adjutant Genral

7th Armd Sqdn, let Air Cav
1st Avn Bde



GPOP-DT (10 Aug 69) 4th Ind
SUBJECT: Operational Report of HQ, 7th Armored Squadron,

1st Air Cavalry for Period Ending 31 July 1969,
RCS CSFOR-65 (RI)

HQ, US Army, Pacific, APO San Francisco 96558 OSEP 69

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development,
Department of the Army, Washington, D. C. 20310

This headquarters concurs in subject report as indorsed.

FOR THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF:

C. L. SHORTr
CPT, AGC

AW AG

Sc2



CONFIDEN TAL
INCL=URE i

1. A, B, and C Troops devoted the majority of their efforts to armed
vitoial rceconnaissance and interdiction operations alcong the Viet Nam/Cembodian
border in the vicinity of Kien M~ang, Chau Doc, Kien Phong and Kisn Thong
rrovinces. The squadron divided this zone into two areas of responsibility,
assigning each area to one air cavalry troop for daylight coverage. At
night, the third troop w'OId organize for combat into two teams, consisting
of one command and control aircraft (the hunter), two AHIG cobras (killers),
and one UtLH flare helicopter each. These two teams provided a surveillance and
strike capability across the entire front. The experience gained f-re three
months of night operations elicits the following observations:

a. The Mark III "People Sniffer" was mounted in the commend and control
helicopter to test its usefulness for night operations. The helicopter
flew over the border regions at an altitude from 50 to 300 feet, and at 80
knots airspeed to detect personnel infiltrating into Vietnam from Cambodia.
This practice was considered unsafe by the Team Commanders due to poor
visibility and unidentifiable torrain features. Since Ule "sniffer" is
not effective at higher altitude, its use on night operations was discontinued.

b. On several occasions a significant target was aquired with astarlight"
scopes and the AHiG "killer" team were called in to make terror strikes
i.n these areas. While operating in the "Hunter/Killer" configuration, it
was fmund that tne most successful means of marking a target for the "Killer"
team was tc employ incendiary grenades in or near the target and to adjust their
fire accordingly. The illumination of the burning grenade provided the pilots
of the killer aircraft a positive target for their sights enabling more accurate
fire.

c. The Air Cavalry Troops used a mixture of point detonating and
variabli time fuzes on its rockets while on night operations. Ninety
percent of all targets brought under fire are never seen by tbe 6-M ship
pilots, therefor an immediate area coverage of the target by empkorig VT
fuze has proven very effective. The fleshette round, when available, is
ideal for area coverage and has been used with devartating effeat on targets
detected by sensing devices.

2. The Squadron was successful, By providing 24 hour a day co.erage of the
border in conjunction with Vietnamese ground forces a signifileant decrease
in enemy troop movement and activities has been noted. Se~reral night
contacts were made with large forces attempting to infiltrate, and the
response to these threats forced the enemy to withdraw into Cambodia.
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